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RETROSPECT OF MISSIONS 


To the East Ixvtes, to Arnica, and among the Isptans or Nonta Amenica, under 
the direction of “‘ the Board of Managers of the General Convention of the Baptist 


denomination in the United States.” 





“ Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come ; thy will be done in earth,, 
as it is in heaven.” 





N°. II. 


Mission to the East Indies. 


Earty in February 1812, the 
Rey. Messrs. Judson, Newell, Hall, 
Nott, and Rice, were ordained in 
Salem, Massachusetts, missionaries 
to the East Indies. Near the close 
of the same month they sailed, 
the two former, with their wives, 
in the Caravan from Salem, . the 
others, with Mrs. Nott, and several 
English missionaries, in the ship 
Harmony from Philadelphia, for 
the East. On their passage, the 
attention of Mr. and Mrs. Judson 
was directed, in some measure, to 
a reconsideration of the subject of 
Vat, I I—NVew Series. 








Christian baptism ; as was also that 
of Mr. Rice, although in another 
vessel; and, within a few months 
after reaching Calcutta, they were 
respectively baptized; having be- 
come entirely convinced, that im- 
mersion, on a profession of faith in 
the Redeemer, is essential to the 
Christian ordinance. 

It was under the patronage of 
the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, the 
very existence of which body ap- 
pears to have originated in the im- 
pressions on the minds of these, 
and other young persons devoted 
to the cause of the Redeemer, that 


the missionaries above named went 
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forth, to carry the message of 
salvation into regions where the 
sound of the gospel had not before 
reached, in the hope that the reign 
of Boodhism would ultimately be 
dissolved by the gracious influences 
of the gospel of the Son of God. 

On the arrival of the Caravan at 
Calcutta, the British East India 
Company’s government at that 
place issued orders for their de- 
parture ; announcing, at the same 
time, that a clearance to the vessel 
would be refused, unless on the 
condition of her taking back again 
the missionaries to the U. States. 
Aided by the missionaries at Se- 
rampore, a mitigation of the or- 
der was obtained, and the mission- 
aries permitted to retire to the 
Isle of France. 

Burmah was the country most 
thought of by the missionaries when 
leaving the United States, as the 
field of their future labours; but 
when in Calcutta, the prospect in 
that quarter was too appalling; and 
after encountering various embar- 
rassments and difficulties, brethren 
Judson and Rice made their way 
to the Isle of France. They had 
wished to proceed to Jaya, but 
found it impracticable. Their at- 
tentionw was now directed to Bur- 
mah, Malacca, Penang, Sumatra, 
and other places on the eastern 
peninsula of India and neighbour- 
ing islands. The state of things 
in Burmah had, for some time, 
rendered the situation of Mr. Felix 
Carey, at that time missionary in 
Rangoon, precarious and danger- 
ous, and presented an impediment 








at once painful and almost insu- 





perable. So imminent, indeed, 
was the danger to which Mr. Carey 
had been subjected, that he was 
obliged, with his family, to take 
refuge on board a ship for fifty 
days—but is any thing too hard for 
the Almighty! 

The investigation of the differ- 
ence of sentiment that subsisted 
between themselves and the Bap- 
tists, which had been taken up by 
the brethren on their passage to 
India, and which resulted in a 
change of sentiments relative to 
the Christian ordinance soon after 
their arrival, placed them in a new 
and rather embarrassed situation. 
The Congregational society, un- 
der whose patronage they had been 
sent out, it was not to be expected 
wuold continue to support them, 
after becoming connected with the 
Baptist denomination; and whether 
that denomination in the United 
States, although numerous, could 
be induced to engage in the mis- 
sionary cause, was to be ascertained. 
They might, indeed, they supposed, 
obtain support from the English 
Baptists ; but preferred, should it 
be found practicable, to rouse their 
brethren in America, and bring 
them forward to the help of the 
Redeemer’s cause ; believing that 
such a course would not only con- 
tribute to enlarge the scope of 
missionary exertion, but promote 
the best interests of the church in 
the United States. 

Just entering on the field they 
had long been desirous of occupy- 
ing, these barriers to their imme- 
diate labours were distressing. Be- 
sides, missionaries were viewed 
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with an eye of jealousy by the 
Company’s government, and vexa- 
tious interference, whenever oppor- 
tunity presented, was constantly 
interposed. However, not intimi- 
lated by the many impediments 
that threatened to dissipate the 
cheering hopes which swelled their 
bosoms when they bade farewell to 
the blandishments of home and of 
temporal ease, they determined, 
in the strength of the Lord, to ob- 
serve his commandments, and then 
to leave the issue to his fatherly care. 

Meanwhile, the brethren at Se- 
rampore lost no time in communi- 
cating to some of the distinguished 
Baptists of this country, the fa- 
vourable prospect which invited 
their attention to missionary at- 
tempts in India; and recommended 
to their immediate adoption such 
measures as should lead to this 
result, either as auxiliary to the 
British Society, or as distinctly 
under their own management, with 
the offer of counsel and assistance, 
as far as their information and 
means extended. Messrs. Judson 
and Rice communicated the situa- 
tion in which they were placed to 
the highly respectable Society 
which had patronized them, and 
defrayed their expenses to India; 
and, by the same opportunity, open- 
ed a correspondence with their 
brethren in America, in which the 
ideas they entertained of the im- 
portant object of their mission were 
kept prominently in view, and the 
determination was expressed of 
prosecuting these intentions, with 
al] the vigour and devotion of their 
souls. 








Having spent some time.at the 
Isle of France, to which place they 
had escaped from the perplexities 
thrown in their way by the govern- 
ment in Bengal; and, after much 


consideration, having determined 


to proceed to the eastern peninsula, 
or some of the islands in the vicini- 
ty;—unexpectedly circumstances 
assumed such an aspect as pro- 
duced in their minds a conviction 
that it was the duty of Mr. Rice to 
return to the United States, for the 
purpose of laying before his bre- 
thren the deplorable situation of 
India, and of endeavouring to in- 
terest their feelings in her favour ; 
while Mr. Judson and his family 
should strive to reach some station, 
in the hope that, should Mr. Rice 
be successful in his appeal to the 
American Baptists, he might in 
the mean time acquire such an 
acquaintance with the manners and 
language of some of the eastern 
nations, as should render the la- 
bours of those who came to his 
assistance, not only easy, but mea- 
surably agreeable. By the special 
providence of God, Mr. Judson was 
conveyed to Rangoon; the parti- 
culars of which, most interestingly 
stated by Mrs. Judson, in a letter 
to her friends, may be introduced 
hereafter. 

On Mr. Rice’s return home, he 
instantly commenced the great 
business to which he had solemnly 
dedicated himself, and in frequent 
conversations with his brethren he 
represented to them the cruel idol- 
atries and religious immolations of 
India; the motives that actuated 


| himself.and his colleague, in the 
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benevolent services they had vo- 
luntarily unddertaken; the pros- 
pect of usefulness which opened 
before them ; and their determina- 
tion, under the blessing of God, to 
occupy the station thus providen- 
tially pointed out. 

The necessity of preaching the 
gospel to ali the world, had for a 
long time exercised the minds of 
the servants of Jesus on this con- 
tinent. Efforts had already been 
made .to evangelize the dark cor- 
ners of our country; and, as means 
were wanted, the friends of the un- 
dertaking had experienced a flow 
of resources which animated their 
hearts, and inspired unbounded 
confidence in the promises of the 
Redeemer. Many of these bre- 
thren hailed with joy the opportu- 
nity now offered for the further 
gratification of their desires; and, 
after due deliberation, concluded 
on the steps which it was proper to 
take. A Convention of the whole 
denomination was called. At their 
first meeting, which was held in 
Philadelphia, in May 1814, it was 
resolved, unanimously, to embrace 
the offer of Providence, and to take 
Mr. Judson and Mr. Rice under 
their immediate patronage. At this 
meeting they adopted a constitu- 
tion,* and styled themselves, “ The 
General Missionary Convention of 
the Baptist Denomination in the 
United States of America’ for Fo- 


* The Society has recently become 
incorporated by the title of “ The Ge- 
neral Convention of the Baptist Denomi- 


nation in the United States for Foreign | 
of all who pray for the kingdom of 


Missions, and other important Objects 
relating to the Redcemer’s Kingdom.” 


reign Missions.” Their meetings 
have since been held triennially. 
The Conventiun is composed of 
delegates, not exceeding two, from 
each Society that contributes $100 
annually to the general fund. Du- 
ring its recess, the business is trans- 
acted by the Board of Managers, 
consisting of thirty persons, who 
are chosen by ballot at each meet- 
ing of the Convention, It is the 
province of the Board to employ 
missionaries, to designate the field 
of their labours, and the compen- 
sation to be allowed them; and to 
conduct the executive part of the 
missions generally. ‘The Board 
conceived it adviseable to employ 
Mr. Rice for some time, in this 
country, “with a view to excite 
the public more generally to en- 
gage in missionary exertions, and 
to assist In originating societies or 
institutions for carrying the mis- 
slouvty design into execution.” 

| With an alacrity which mani- 
| fested that his whole soul was en- 
| gared in the important service, Mr. 
Rice commenced the work assign- 
ed liim; and by his indefatigable 
zeal and unremitted exertions, nu- 
merous societies, of males and fe- 
males, were constituted, each mem. 
ber of which seemed emulous to 





tion. Not less than two hundred 
societies, for this special purpose, 
are now in existence; many of 
which seem to be actuated with 
inextinguishable love for immortal 
souls, and by their liberal and con- 
stant contributions, merit the praise 








Immanuel: 


forward the designs of the Conven- ° 
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RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE OF MISS ——. 
‘In a letter to a friend. 





In compliance with your re- 
quest, I will endeavour to give 
you a faithful detail of a work of 
erace on my heart. Words are 
not adequate to convey a suitable 
idea of the terrours of my mind 
while under a sense of the wrath 
of God, fearing I should be eter- 
nally banished from his presence. 
O, that my having been snatched 
as a brand from the burning, may 
be a means in the hands of the 
Almighty of turning some poor 
deluded soul from “ the errour of 
his way !” The first of my serious 
impressions arose from a minis- 
ir’s exhorting me to flee from the 
wrath to come; telling me if I 
died withéut repenting for sin, I 
must inevitably go down into the 
pit, and requesting me at the same 
time to read the 25th chapter of 
Matthew. After he had retired, 
I perused that chapter, and re- 


ceived an impression which never |} 


was removed until I obtained, as 
I trust, an interest in the merits of 
a precious Redeemer. But, O 
my rebellious heart! how often did 
I strive to resist the stings of a 
guilty conscience. Thanks to my 
beloved Master, who made me 
willing in the day of his power.— 
When first awakened, I was en- 
gaged in learning music and dane- 
ing, in the latter of which I took 
the greatest delight. I resolved 
to subdue my religious exercises, 
in order that I might pursue those 
amusements. Thanks to my hea- 
venly Father, who designed it 








should be otherwise! Strange to 
tell, after I had had the most aw- 
ful apprehensions that I was under 
the wrath of God, and subject to 
his just condemnation, I again en- 
tered the dancing room, determin- 
ing to dispel every thought which 
might interrupt the enjoyment of 
my much loved pleasures. . About 
this time, a friend perceiving my 
concern, maugre all efforts to stifle 
my convictions, asked, in my pre- 
sence, the minister above alluded 
to, what he thought wouid be the 
fate of those who resist conviction 
for sin? He answered, “ He who 
being often refroved, hardeneth 
his neck, shall be suddenly cui off, 
I felt 
at this moment a dreadful fore- 
boding that I should be of that 
character, and was near falling to 
the ground. Notwithstanding all 
this, I again rallied my spirits, and 
concluded it would never do to 
embrace religion so early in life, 
I had imbibed the prejudices of 
too many, who think the votaries 
of religion must deny themselves 
every thing like pleasure, because 
the narrow path assigned Chris- 
tians does not lead through the 
follies of the gay and fashionable 
world. As yet, I was a stranger 
to the happiness enjoyed by those 
only who have experienced re- 
deeming love. You who have felt 
the rebellion of a sinful heart, will 
not wonder at my attending the 
dancing room, after all I have 
said. I determined to make one 
more struggle, thinking if I could 
conquer my feelings by dancing, 
the yictory would be mine.— 


and that without remedy.” 
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Shocking to think, that a soul on 
the verge of destruction, should 
be so wilfully insensible of its 
canger! Nevercan my sensations 
on this memorable occasion be for- 
gotten. The sound of the violin was 
so appalling, I expected to faint. 
1 left the room, immediately, with 
agitation too visible not to be ob- 
served by those who were present ; 
thinking that by taking a walk I 
might become more composed, 
and so return to the dancing room. 
Thanks to my blessed Jesus, all 
exertion to oppose him was in yain, 
and I was compelled abruptly to 
leave the house, without apologiz- 
ing to my teacher; being fully 
persuaded that sin was the cause 


_ of my misery, and that nothing but 


sovereign grace could save my 
soul from everlasting torment. 
On getting home, my agony in- 
creased, and the loss of my reason 
was threatened—-all was darkness-— 
not ene ray of hope for fifteen mi- 
nutes. When accidentally, it ap- 
pears, for I scarcely knew what I 
was doing, I opened Rippon’s 
iymns, and cast my eye toward 
one of them, beginning Lord, 
didst thou die, but not for me ?” 
it seemed most applicable to my 
case, particularly the last verse, 
which gave me hope enough to 
inspire this determination—«“ If J 
perish, it shall be at the feet of 
Jesus.’ Tranquillity now ensued, 
but it lasted only a short time, be- 
fore I was again wretched; and so 
continued more or less for three 
weeks, during which time I had 
frequent opportunities of hearing 
the gospel. Nothing, however, 


| 





' 








that was preached or said to me 
afforded any comfort. The Lord’s 
time is always best ; and I can say 
from happy experience, though 
he tarry long yet let us not be 
weary, but wait humbly at his feet, 
who has promised to be gracious 
to all that seek his face with their 
whole heart. When I least ex- 
pected it, the Sun of Righteousness 
arose with healing in his wings, 
and imparted consolation to my 
poor benighted soul. In a mo- 
ment, the burthen of sin was re- 
moved, and I was enabled to rejoice 
in redeeming love. My feelings 
were so different from any I had 
ever belore experienced, that, 
before the close of the meeting 
(which I was attending at this im- 
portant crisis,) I began to fear I 
was deluded. I prayed for the re- 
turn of my burthen, lest I might 
go back again into the world, re- 
gardless of God, which to my mind 
was more horrible than death.— 
The next morning, however, no 
power on carth could have con- 
vinced me I had not been washed 
in the blood of Jesus. It is vain 
to attempt a description-of my joy. 
None but those who have bcen 
made partakers of like precious 
faith, can form any idea of happi- 
ness so exquisite. The first words 
that occurred to me on waking, 
were those of the Psalmist—Bless 
the Lord, Omy soul ! and all that 
is within me, bless his holy name! 
I had heard these words repeated, 
but, to my shame be it said, little 
did I know of the Scriptures, never 
having read them with any attention. 

O, that I may be enabled to live 
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to the glory of God, and show by | 
my life and conversation, that | 
there is a reality in religion. 


ON THE ADVANTAGES 
Of a Mild and Gentle Temper. 





Goopness of disposition mani- 
fests itself by gentleness and 
sweetness. By gentleness, in that 
it is afraid to do hurt; and by 
sweetness, in that it loves to do 
good. The life of our Lord upon 
earth was the most perfect pattern 
of mildness and gentleness. When | 
his disciples would have brought 
down fire from heaven to consume 
their adversaries, he mildly rebuk- 
ed them, by saying, “ Ye know not 
what spirit ye are of.”” When they 
seemed disposed to desert him, he 
made this affectionate appeal to 
them—** Will ye also go away?” 
When Peter had thrice denied 
him, “ he looked on him, and Peter 
remembered his words.” Under 
the pangs of crucifixion, he pray- 
ed for his murderers with his dy- 
ing breath. 

The spirit of violence, of im- 
patience, of impetuosity, of pre- 
eminence, of the love of dominion 
from the love of self, are the very 
spirit of Antichrist, whatever 
softer name may be given it by 
insidious evil spirits; zeal is the 
apology they constantly supply for 
the disorder they unceasingly cre- 
ate. This false and impetuous 
zeal induced Peter to draw his 
sword: John had not less zeal, 
who lay on his Saviour’s bosom, 
and whose mild and persevering 
endeavour was to win men to his 
love. It is the common practice 











of intemperate zeal, to sour the 
minds of men by vociferous and 
violent argument: this will often 
prevent their seeing truth, as much 
as their constantly presenting it in 
battle array will prevent the loving 
and obeying it. To conduct our- 
selves so as to meet the approba- 
tion of others, and to win them by 
a manifestation of the mild and 
holy influence of truth on our- 
selves, is the way of wisdom. In 
offering truth, we should show the 
rood effect it has produced on 
ourselves, and thifs invite others 
to seek the same good. The man 
whose bosom is the scat of hea- 
venly principles, will travel out of 
his way to bring the wanderer 
home; and if he cannot awaken 
his understanding, will gradually 
strive to awaken his heart. In the 
well prepared mind, the influence 
of heavenly truth is tranquil as the 
silent dew softly descending upon 
a fleece of wool. 

Our surest remedy against a 
spirit of strife and contention will 
be found in our constant prayer 
for strength to resist all disorderly 
tendencies of the mind and its af- 
fections ; to watch the first ebulli 
tion of anger, of restlessness, and 
of anxiety; and on such occasions, 
to turn the thoughts on heavenly 
things ; every day to go forth with 
an endeavour to be calm, mode- 
rate, and temperate; to reflect 
more, and to speak less; to dwell 
much on the truths of the Divine 
word, and to look more and more 
tothe Lord. Such endeavours wil! 
doubtless be ultimately crowned 
With tranquillity and pecce. A. 
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For the Luminary. 

Washington City, Dec. 31, 1821. 
A skilful philologist in New York 
has transmitted to his corres- 
pondent in this city the follow- 
ing, on Ley. xix. 25. The true 
meaning, probably, is, that it is 
useful to prevent the too early 
bearing of fruit trees, by taking 
off the whole or part of the fruit 

buds. ‘Z. 





CRITICISM ON LEVITICUS XIX. 23. 


SIR, New York, Nov. 9, 1821. 


I HAVE examined the verses in 
Leviticus relative to circumcising 
fruit trees, as is said in our Eng- 
lish Bible. 

The Hebrew text says, When 
you shall have planted fruit trees, 
not * all manner of trees for food.” 

The words which are in our 
Bible, “ Ye shall count the fruit 
thereof as uncircumcised,” are 


yD AX I> ys Dads 
fructus id = ejus preputium = pre putiabitis. 


The Septuagint says, 


Wepinxbcepresre Tyr axabapriay ave. 
circummundabitis immunditiam ejus. 


The Syriac version says, 

Leave the fruit three years, con- 
secrate the fourth year to God, 
and in the fifth you may eat and 
have abundant produce. 

The Chaldaic Targum of On- 
kelps says, 

The fruit is prohibited for three 
years, consecrated to God on the 
fourth, and in the fifth you may 
eat it. 

The Samaritan version says, 

You shall cut off the preeputium 
of the fruit, and in the fifth the 
produce shall be increased. 





~~. 





The Arabic version says, 

The fruit is interdicted for three 
years, consecrated on the fourth, 
and in the fifth, I the Lord will 
increase its fruit. 

Castello says, that the Hebrew 
word rendered preputium, means 
* Quicquid gravat et impedimento 
est ad generationem, auditionem, 
locutionem. 

The amount of all this seems to 

be, that Moses directs some impe- 
diment to be removed from the 
fruit: perhaps the first duds re- 
quire some delicate operation, 
which in five years causes the 
most perfect fruit. At any rate; 
it is the fruit which is to be ope- 
rated on, and not the tree. .The 
Hebrew word ya, phriou, or frz, 
or fero, or Qepw, is the Teutonic 
Jrugt, the Latin fructus, or fruct, 
or English fruit; by numerous 
relatives of the word to dear, bar, 
bring, brought, borne, born, in 
Scotch dairn, in the first verse of 
Genesis darashith, in the bringing 
forth, dara did bear or bring forth, 
He the gods, the heavens, and the 
earth. 

By the bye, the Vulgate says, “ au- 
feretis preputia;” but it speaks of 
the tree, and not the fruit. 

Suppose that on the first buds 
of a fruit tree one should perform 
the operation of cutting off the 
tops; or, again, suppose’ one 
shoukl peal off the exterior cover- 
ing, just before it is prepared to 
expand? This operation would be 
as nearly similar to the Jewish rite 
of circumcision, as it can be. Let 
us try the experiment. 
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EFFICACY OF THE SCRIPTURES, 


Exemplified in the Conversion and Death 
of a Mulatto Female. 





Earty on a Sabbath morning, a 
stranger came to my house. It was 
a mulatto woman, about twenty 
years of age. She was married to 
a man of her own colour, the ille- 
gitimate son of a Roman catholic 
priest, by his servant woman. On 
his demise, he emancipated her 
husband, and bequeathed to him 
a small farm, on which they were 
living, about thirty miles from this 
city, in a neighbourhood where 
the pure gospel of Christ was un- 
known, and where no Christian | 
society existed. She had learned 
to read, (an attainment not com- 
mon among persons of her de- 
scription); and having a Testa- 
ment in her house, though muti- 
lated and defaced with age, her 
leisure moments had been employ-. 
ed in its perusal. Amusement 
first prompted her to this exer-_ 
cise; and the want of another | 
book, was the cause of her using | 
this sacred volume: but God soon | 
made her feel its value. She read | 
her character there ; and through | 
this, and no other instrumentality, | 
was brought under deep convic- | 
tion of guilt. That word which 
gave her the knowledge of her 
lost estate, directed her also to the 
remedy. With this book for her 
constant companion, after passing 
some weeks in the agony of grief 
for sin, and earnest cries to the 
Lord Jesus for deliverance, she 
was brought to enjoy the consola- 














| 
. . | 
tion of that promise, “ Blessed are ! 
Von, Ih—ANew Series, 


they that mourn ; for they shall be 
comforted. Emancipated from the 
bondage of sin, and drawn by the 
affection of a child, her inquiry 
now was, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do ? The answer rever- 
berated, Rejient, and be baptized. 
Penitence she felt; and having 
no guide but the Testament, she 
thought of no way to be baptized, 
but to go, as her Lord did to John 
at Jordan, to one who would bury 
her with Christ in baptism. She 
therefore pvevailed on her kind 
husband to accompany her to this 
city for that purpose. They had 
set out, on Saturday evening, in 2 
small farm cart; and having tra- 
velled through the night, she now 
presented herself in the character 
of a penitent, believing on Jesus 
Christ for salvation, and desired 
baptism. The recital of her art- 
less tale bespoke the sincerity of 
her heart; and when, with tears 
of gratitude, she craved the ho- 
nour of following that precious 
Saviour who had redeemed her 
from death, and so recently re- 
vealed his love to her soul, I could 
no longer hesitate. She was that 
day baptized. The following morn- 
ing she called to. take her leave. 
After exhorting her to watchful- 
ness and prayer, and presenting 
her with a Bible, which she had 
never read, and never before pos- 
sessed, she departed for her own 
house ; and, like her ancient kins- 
man, went on her way rejoicing. 
For several weeks I heard no 
more of her; till one morning her 
husband met me, and informed 


, me she was dead; that she had 


it 
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left a request for me to visit her 
neighbours, and preach a funeral 
sermon; and he had now come to 
bear to me her request. It was 
observed. Arriving at the cottage 
where she had resided,which stood 
on a sequestered plain surrounded 
with forests, far removed from all 
the scenes and turmoils which 
agitate a busy world, I was pleased 
to observe that the common duties 
of life had not been neglected. 
Every thing about the house was 
neat and clean; no disorder or con- 
fusion; but all indicated that the 
apostolic injunction, guide the ways 
of her housc, had been duly regard- 
ed. My inquiry was naturally di- 
rected to the manner of her life and 
death; the relation of which was 
deeply interesting. From the time 
of her return after baptism, she 
had made the Bible which I had 
presented her, the only subject of 
her perusal and conversation. It 
was her uniform custom to rise 
early in the morning, and perform, 
with industrious care, the business 
of her house. This was commonly 


accomplished before the meridian | 


of the day; after which she always 
seated herself under a tree that 
shaded her cottage, and employed 
the whole of her remaining time 
in reading this sacred book. It 
shed a continual lustre upon her 
soul, which was reflected upon 
all around her, in that heavenly 
mindedness which it produced. 
Thus passed away, in undisturbed 
tranquillity, the few weeks allotted 
to her onearth. She was ripening 
for glory; and this peaceful retreat, 
sacred to devotion while she lived, 











was in all respects favourable to 
her exercises. But the scene was 
soon to close. She was sick but 
two days before she expired. A 
violent fever seized suddenly upon 
her; and from its commencement 
she anticipated its consequence. 
When the disease began its ra- 
vages, she leaned upon her com- 
panion, and with a placid smile 
said, “ Charles, I have a better 
husband than you, and am now 
going to him.” Charles, who did 
not at first apprehend her mean- 
ing, not anticipating any danger 
from her complaint, inquired, with 
apparent surprise, what she meant. 
“ Don’t be jealous, Charles,” said 
she, “it is Jesus Christ of whom 
I speak. He is more to me than 
all this world. He has redeemed 
me from ruin, and is now about 
taking me to himself. You must 
not complain, though I am willing 
to part with you, and all my earth- 
ly comforts, to be with him.” She 
then reclined upon her bed, to rise 
no more in this life. But while 
able to use it, she could not part 
with her Bible. Calling for it upon 
her bed, she read it there till her 


strength so failed that she could . 


no longer continue; then, laying”, 
it under her head, she fell into a 
transient slumber. On waking, 
she took the Bible from her pil- 
low, and attempted to read; but 
nature was too far exhausted. “I 
shall never read this book again,”’ 
said she; first clasping it to her 
bosom, then kissing it, she gave 
it to her mother, who attended 
her, saying, “ take this book, and 
let it never be abused. It has 
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was | deen the consolation of my soul in 
mt health, and is my support in death. 

- if it were my Father’s pleasure, I 
pon = should rejoice to see the members 
aah ‘a of that church who received me 
ii = as a fellow pilgrim. They are in 
‘ng | s my heart, and I shall spend an 


eternity with them. Give my love 
to Mr. ———, and tell him that I 
shall see him in heaven. The Bible 
which he gave me has been my 
comfort and guide; request him 
to recommend it to others.”’ Then 
giving her last advice to her rela- 
tives and friends who surrounded 
her dying bed, and employing her 
last accents in thanksgivings to 
God, with the full assurance of 
hope, and in all the triumphs of 
faith, she fell asleep in Christ. 
This .volume of inspiration, 
which bore her fearlessly through 
the shade of death, is the gift of 
God to man; and on her it was 
bestowed, through the munificence 
of the Bible Society of this Dis- 
trict. It has imparted a blessing 
in this single instance, infinitely 
more than sufficient to balance the 
account of all the monies contri- 
buted to the cause of Bible Soci- 
Meties throughout America or the 
world. 
* With my substanee I will honour 
* My Redeemer and my Lord ; 
* Were ten thousand worlds my manor, 


* All were nothing to his word.” 
—a— 





COLUMBIAN COLLEGE. 





er Tis Seminary was incorporat- 
ye | ed by Congress, February 9, 1821. 
di The college edifice is a substantial 
id wf brick building, one hundred and 
1s a seventeen feet front,~and forty- 


seven feet deep, three stories high, 





| 








besides a basement and attic story, 
containing sixty fire-places, and 
accommodation for an hundred 
students, with studying rooms 
and dormitories ; besides kitchen, 
chapel, dining-room, library, and 
halls. It is pleasantly situated 
upon an eminence north from the 
President’s house, about a mile and 
a half, commanding an extensive 
prospect of the three cities in the 
District, the Potomac river about 
fifteen miles to Fort Washington 
and Mount Vernon, and a delight- 
ful view of the surrounding coun- 
try both in Maryland and Virgi- 
nia. When approaching the city 
from any direction, it presents 
a pleasing spectacle; especially 
from Virginia or the Potomac. 

The Classical department of the 
College commenced its operations 
on Wednesday the 9th of January, 
1822, when the members of the 
Faculty were publicly inaugurat- 
ed—viz.: Rev. William Staugh- 
ton, D. D. President, and Profes- 
sor of General History, Belles 
Lettres, Rhetoric, and Moral Phi- 
losophy ; Hon. Josiah Meigs, Pro- 
fessor of Experimental Philoso- 
phy; Rev. Ira Chase, Professor 
of the Learned Languages; Rev. 
Alva Woods, Professor of Mathe- 
matics and Natural Philosophy ; 
Thomas Sewall, M. D. Professor 
of Anatomy and Physiology ; 
James M. Staughton, M. D. Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry and Geology; 
Mr. Rufus Babcock, Tutor. 

The procession formed, at the 
house of Professor Chase, at ten 
o'clock, a. mM. in the following 


order: 
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1. Students and Graduates ; | 
2. Clergy and _ Professional | 


Gentlemen ; | 


3. Members of Congress and ; 


Officers of the Government; 

4. Members of the General 
Convention, and its Board ; 

5. Trustees of the College ; 





6. The Faculty. 
On entering the chevel, the) 
President was conducted to the’ 
centre seat Upon the stage, and | 
the other members of the Facu!ty | 
were seated on his ryght and left. 


The solemnities were opened 


by an appropriate prayer by the | 
Rev. Burgiss Allison, D. D. Vice | 
President of the Convention; af- | 
ter which the Charter waz read, | 
and the record of the election of | 
the several officers of the College. | 


The Rey. Obadiah B. Brown, 
President of the Board of Srustees, 
then proceeded to the myestment 
of the members of the Faculty, 
by an address to each, in the fol- 
lowing manner: 

“ Reverend Doctor William Staughton : 
** DEAR SIR, 

“ Entertaining a high sense of 
your learning, talents, and undis- 
sembled piety, the Trustees have 


called you, by their unanimous | 


voice, to the Presidency of this 
College. They have received your 
acceptance with heart-felt satis- 
faction. Deeply conscious of the 
tie which binds you to an affec- 
tionate and respectable society, 
among whom you have so long 
and so successfully laboured, the 
conditions of your acceptance have 
met the cordial acquiescence of 


+ « vs . 
the Board ; 

















fond hope, that the God of Zion, 
to whose glory this Institution is 
consecrated by many prayers, will 
soon prepare the way,in his Divine 
Providence, for your permanent. 
settlement in this place. In your 
zeal end ability so to discharge 
the 


which your office involves as to 


- 


important responsibilities 


promote the best interests of the 
Seminary, they repose entire con- 
fidence. The success of your ef- 
forts Will be the subject of their 
daily invocation. On behalf of the 
Roard of Trustees, and by their 
direction, I now deliver into your 
possession the College premises, 
by presenting to you the keys of 
this edifice; and do hereby pub- 
licly and solemnly clothe you with 
all the powers, and invest you with 
all the prerogatives, of PRESIDENT 
of the Columbian College in the 
District of Columbia.” 


“ Honourable Josiah Meigs: 
*© DEAR SIR, 

“ The Trustees, with one con- 
sent, have invited you to the chair 
of Professor of Experimental 
Philosophy in this College. The 
many places which you have filled 
in some of the most respectable 
seminaries in America, your cele- 
britv of character in the various 
departments of literature and sci- 
ence, the confidence which you 
have so richly merited and still so 
happily enjoy in the bosoms of the 
most exalted sages of ourcountry, 


' conspire to brighten the prospects 


of this rising Institution. In com- 
plying with the desire of the 
Board, expressed in your election, 


vet they cherish the | they are not insensible of your con- 
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descension : for the gratuitous ser- 
vice which you have generously 
proffered, they present their grate- 
ful acknowledgments. By their 
direction, I now hereby confer 
upon you the prerogatives of your 
appointraent, and solemnly invest 
you in the office of Proressor or 
EXPERIMENTAL Puinosorny in the 
Colurabian College in the District 
of Columbia.” 


“ Reverend Ira Chase: 
‘* DEAR SIR, 

“Inspired with entire confi- 
dence in your character and ac- 
quirements, calculated to impart 
the choicest blessings to this In- 
stitution, the Trustees have una- 
nimously elected you to the Pro- 
fessorship of the Learned Lan- 
guages. ‘Their seatiment has been 
justified by the honourable testi- 
mony of the reverend and highly 
respectable Professors of the Insti- 
tution at Andover, under whose 
direction you. have trod the path 
of Divine knowledge; gentlemen 
whose celebrity of character gives 
full confirmation to their testimo- 
ny. Having been favoured with 
your acceptance, in the name of 
the Board I hereby invest you in 
the office, and confer upon you the 
prerogatives, of PROFESSOR OF THE 
LeaRNED LanGuaGEs in the Co- 
lumbian College in the District of 
Columbia.” 


“ Reverend Alva Woods: 
4§ DEAR SIR, 

‘“ Under the same impressions 
in relation to you, with those of 
your reverend colleague, the 
Trustees have, with the same 








unanimity, called you to the Pro- 
fessorship of Mathematics and 
Natural Philosophy. The same 
testimony has also confirmed the 
correctness of their choice, It will 
stand a lasting monument of the 
liberality of sentiment which cha- 
racterizes the reverend gentlemen 
who have been your preceptors, 
a liberality which, it is confidently 
believed, will ever reign in your 
own heart. .On behalf of the 
Board of Trustees, I now hereby 
invest you in the office, and con- 
fer upon you the prerogatives of 
Proressor oF MatruEMATICS AND 
NaturaL Puttosopny in the Co- 
lumbian College in the District of 
Columbia.” 


% Doctor Thomas Sewall : 
** DEAR SIR, 


“ The Trustees, from personal 
knowledge of your worth, and in 
full conviction that it will result in 
lasting benefit to this College, have 
unanimously elected you to the 
chair of Professor of Anatomy and 
Physiology. They ardently hope 
soon to see you more fully oc- 
cupied in a distinct department, 
which may give more extensive 
scope to your professional attain- 
ments, and disseminate more 
widely that usefulness which your 
learning and talents are so well 
qualified to impart. In the mean 
time, it is their earnest desire that 
the benefit of your instructions 
may be extended to all the classi- 
cal students of this seminary; and 
the gratuitous service which your 
devotion to the cause of science 
has induced you to profiler, receives 
the grateful acknowledgment of 


NN ——egn  - ea 
Eee es ae 
ae 


oie < 








46 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 








the Board. In obedience to their 
direction, and in their name, I 
hereby induct you into the office, 
and clothe you with the preroga- 
tives of Proressor or ANATOMY 
axp Puysi1oLocy in the Columbian 
College in the District of Colum- 
bia.” 


“ Doctor James M. Staughton : 
“ PEAR SIR, 

*“ The honours which you have 
received, at this early period, of 
three respectable colleges, were 
alone sufficient to justify the choice 
of the Trustees, in calling you, with 
one voice, to the Professorship of 
Chemistry and Geology in this 
Institution: but their sentiment is 
confirmed by a more immediate 
knowledge of your attainments. 
‘That love of science which has so 
obviously disclosed itself in you; 
that perseverance and decision 
which forms so conspicuous a trait 
in your character, have inspired 
entire confidence in the favourable 
result of your election. In the firm 
persuasion that your future pro- 
gress will justify that confidence, 
1 hereby invest you with the office 
of Proressor or CHEMISTRY AND 
Cro.ocy in the Columbian Col- 
lege in the District of Columbia.” 


“ Mr. Rufus Babcock : 
“* PEAR SIR, 

“ The Trustees of this College, 
reposing confidence in your cha- 
recter and abilities, have unani- 
mously appointed you a Tutor in 
the Classical Department. .The 
standing which you have attained 
in the seminary that shed upon 
your mind the beams of literature 








and science, and imparted to you 
its honours, justifies the expecta- 
tion that your acceptance will be 
highly favourable to the objects of 
this Institution. On behalf of the 
Board, I now, confer upon you the 
authorities of your appointment, 
and induct you into the office of 
Tutor in the Columbian College 
in the District of Columbia.” 


** GENTLEMEN,— 


“ With fervent supplications te 
the living God, in whose name 
this establishment has risen, and 
to whose praise it is consecrated, 
the destinies of the Columbian 
College are confided to your pater- 
nal care. ‘To irradiate the mind 
of the rising generation; to en- 
grave upon it the sentiments of 
virtue and honour; to guide it in- 
to the embraces of eternal truth, 
are employments worthy of the 
distinguished characters to whom 
the charge is committed. Having 
been thus publicly and solemnly 
inducted into your several offices, 
you are henceforth unitedly re- 
cognized and respected as the 
Facutry of this College. May 
the smile of Heaven attend you in 
all your efforts for the promotion 
of solid learning, evangelical pie- 
ty, and christian morality.” 

The induction of the Faculty 
was followed with a learned and 
eloquent Address to the assembly, 
by the Rev. William Staughton, 
D.D. President of the College ; in 
which he traced the progress, and 
portrayed the advantages of lite- 
rature and science, in a manner 
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highly creditable to himself, and 
perfectly satisfactory to a learned, 
a respectable, and attentive audi- 
dience. The Address, which is 
too long for insertion, is publish- 
ed in a pamphlet form. 

The solemnities were closed 
with prayer, by the Rev. and vene- 
rable Jedidiah Morse, D. D. 

The College has commenced its 
operations with thirty-two stu- 
dents, viz. Preparatory class, 12; 
Freshman class, 10; Sophomore 
class, 7; Theological, 3. The 
number of students is increasing ; 
and the prospects of this infant 
College are flattering, beyond the 
most sanguine expectations of its 
founders. Another Tutor, William 
Ruggles, A. B. has been elected, 








and is expected in a few days to 
enter on the duties of his appoint- 
ment. An additional teacher is 
also employed in the preparatory 
school. The Trustees have direct- 
ed Professor Woods to proceed ta 
England early in the spring, for 
the purpose of procuring a philo- 
sophical apparatus, and to collect 
scarce and valuable books for the 
library of the College. : 

Every circumstance connected 
with this Institution encourages 
the belief, that it is destined soon 
to become a source of extensive 
usefulness to the church of Christ, 
and to the nation—a nursery of 
learning and evangelical piety— 
an ornament to man, and a bless- 
ing to the world. 











REVIEW. 


.4 Sermon, delivered in the Meet- 
ing-house of the Second Baptist 
Church in Boston, Oct. 28, 1821, 
at the Ordination of the Rev. Al- 
va Woods, as a Minister of the 


Gospel, and a Professar in the | 


Columbian College in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
Woods, D. D. Boston: Lincoln 
& Edmands, 53, Cornhill. pp. 


Tis sermon is founded on the 
principal part of the 12th chapter 
of the Ist epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans. We request our readers to 
turn tothe paragraph. It will re- 
ward them abundantly for giving 


if a perusal. It is a brief, but 





By Leonard | 
| custom in the primitive ages of 
|| Christianity, when the reading of 
_ the Scriptures as the foundation of 
| a preacher’s public addresses, con- 
| stituted a prominent part of the 
| exercises to which the attention of 
religious assemblies was called. 








highly interesting discussion of 
an important subject; and we are 
happy in finding the preacher ex- 
hibit it entire, in the words of the 
sacred writer. As atezxt, in mo- 
dern times, it is, indeed, unusually 
long. But it is unusually appro- 


priate; and it reminds us of the 


After a few remarks on the facts 
which induced the apostle to write 
the words of the text, Dr. Woods 
directs our-view to the principal 
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errours against which we are here 
guarded, and to the duties here in- 
culcated. 


‘We are here guarded against | 


supposing that no difference ex- 


ists, and that no distinction is to | 
be made among the members of | 
Christ’s church; against the er- | 


rour of supposing that God fur- 


nishes us with any talents, whether | 
ordinary or extraordinary, for our 


own sake ;—against ambition ;— 
ugainst every degree of envy to- 
wards those who are above us, and 
all repining and discouragement 
because we are not chief ;—against 
contempt of others, and vain self- 
complacency.’ The duties which 
he mentions as inculcated, are 
‘mutual love,—cordial sympathy 
with our brethren in their afflic- 
tions,-union and co-operation 
amon the servants of Christ.’ 
Lach of his positions the preach- 
er has ably sustained; and he has 
happily illustrated and enforced 
the truths connected with his sub- 
ject. Seldom, if ever, have we 
perused a sermon, even of this 
beloved and venerated author, 
abounding more than the one be- 
fore us im important, practical con- 
siderations, or breathing more the 


spirit of our divine Master. 


It is difficult to make selections {! 


from a production of so uniform 
excellence. We present, however, 


the following paragraphs; and, to | 


rive room for them, we omit any 
furcher remarks of ourown. Ina 
future aumber, our readers may 
expect a fgw additional extracts. 
“The great and comprehensive duty 
of minisiers, stgyested. by the text, is 


a 






= 





mutual love. This is a duty of high im- 
| portance among Christians in general. 

But there are special reasons why mu. 

tual love should be cherished by minis- 
| ters. of the gospel. They not only love 
'| the same divine Lord, and look for the 
same eterna} inheritance, but are engaged 
in the same public employment, and are 
devoted, directly, and constantly, to the 
same sacred cause ; circumstances, which 
powerfully tend to produce the sincerest, 
| firmest friendship. ‘Their work is so ar- 


duous, and so many are the difficulties a 
they must encounter, that they greatly —~ yy, 
need each other’s friendship. Besides, a tal 
spirit of mutual love, by disposing them for 
to the closest union, contributes much to we 
the eflect of their labours. By disposing su 
them to exercise forbearance and for- . we 
giveness, and to perform all the duties va 


of Christian kindness, it greatly increases e 
their comfort. And by disposing them ~— — 
to correct, as far as possible, eachother’s 











w 
failings, und to improve each other’s | $3 
virtues, it increases the excellence of us: 
their characters, and the usefulness of ic 
their lives. Let ministers, then, love A 
one another with pure hearts fervently. o 
The friendship, which binds them to- re 
gether, should be deep and tender, con- I 
stant andentire. Jt should exclude all ry 
strife, and all suspicion. It should have 8 
strength to endure trials, and to last as y 

long as life lasts. It should burn with t 

| a flame so pure and steady, that death c 
itself cannei extinguish it. It should be i 

|| so boly im its nature, and so celestial in ‘ 

|| its tendency, that these who are under ] 


| its influence will gladly seize every op- 
| portunity for uniting in Christian con- 
i versation, and bending the knee together 
} before the throne of grace. Ob! the ad- 
| vantages and delights of such mutual 





love among those who minister at the | 
jeg 

_aliar. 4 
wu pa pee 
“his love would lead ministers fe 7) 
rejoice in each other’s usefulness and ho- a 


nour. §1f one member of the body be 
honoured, all the members rejoice with 
it.” If we sincerely love the church, that 
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joice in them, and to bless God for them. 
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reputation or usefulness of our brother 
which promotes its welfare, will cer- 
tainly give us satisfaction. Suppose that, 
in all valuable qualifications, he is our 
superior. Is it not just so much the bet- 
ter for the church? Cannot he promote | 
its prosperity in proportion to his talents | 
and his influence? 1f he is faithful to | 
his Lord, will he not devote himself 
wholly to the welfare of his kingdom ? 
Now why is it not just as well for a bro- 
ther of ours to do good, as for us to do 
good? And if so, why is it not just as 
well for him to possess those superior 
talents which qualify him to do good, as 
for us to possess them? And why should 
we not feel as real a satisfaction in his 
superior qualifications and usefulness, as 
we should in our own? Are they less | 
valuable because they are his, and not 
ours? God does not regard them so. 
Why then should we? 1 say. brethren, 
we ought not only to look without dis- 
satisfaction on the superior talents and 
usefulness of others, but heartily to re- 


And this we certainly shall do, if we love 
our brethren as ourselves, or if we feel a 
real attachment to the common cause. 
Let us banish for ever that wretched, in- 
fernal temper, which is dissatisfied at the 
superiority of others. It is a temper 
which would fill the whole moral crea- 
tion with misery; because all moral 
creatures must for ever see one, who is 
infinitely above them, and.who will re- 
ceive glory which they can never attain. 
Brethren, if we supremely rejoice in the 
infinite excellence and glory of God, we 
shall rejoice most in that, which has the 
greatest resemblance to him. And surely 
those most resemble God, who rise the 
highest in intellectual and moral excel- 








lence, and do the most good. That very 
superiority of talents, reputation, and 
usefulness, therefore, which occasions 
uneasiness to the envious heart, occasions 
the purest joy to the benevolent. Let us 
bless God for all the instances in which 
he gives eminent qualifications to his ser- 
Vou. Ul—WVew Series. 








vants. And let us labour and pray, that 
the next generation of ministers may rise 
to a far higher degree of learning, piety, 
and usefulness, than any of us have at- 
tained. May they rise so high as entirely 
to outshine us. The Lord endue them 
with such intellectual and moral excel- 
lence, as will, in future ages, cast a shade 
over the brightest traits of our character. 
The Lord bring forward a time when 
common Christians shall rank as high as 
the most distinguished ministers of the 
present day, and ministers as high as 
apostles; and when the best of us shall 
be spoken of, as we are accustomed to 
speak of children in comparison with 
men. 

“ Cordial sympathy with our brethren 
in their afflictions, 1s another duty which 
the apostle happily illustrates in the text. 
‘If one member suffer, all the members 
sufier with it.” Ministers, in common 
with others, must have their share of per- 
sonal and domestic afflictions. But they 
have triais.of a peculiar nature, resulting 
from their office, and from the disposi- 
tions of those among whom they labour. 
In all these trials, our brethren need our 
sympathy, and we theirs. Further; Chris- 
tian ministers have various imperfections 
of character, various weaknesses and de- 
fects, both natural and moral, which oe- 
casion them many a painful struggle, 
many an hour of sadness and discourage- 
ment. Nothing on earth can afford them 
so much relicf, and comfort, and assist- 
ance, as the sympathy of their brethren. 
This sympathy should be spontaneous, 
like that which all the parts of the body 
have for any member which is wounded, 
or suffers pain. It should be sincere, 
arising from deep feeling, in opposition 
to mere pretence or show. It should be 
active. If the head is distressed; if any 
part of the body is wounded or feeble, 
the hand is instantly extended to afford 
relief, And when it cannet relieve, it 
still attempts it, and readily subjects it- 
self to weariness and pain, to alieviate 
the sufferings of any part of the body. 
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Fit embiem of what ought to exist in the 
church, especially in the ministry. Our 
hearts should instantly be touched with 
the afflictions of a brother. We should 
hasten to his relief. We should lend 
him our counsel, our help. We should 
be willing to divide his sufferings with 
him. And if we can do nothing else, we 
should give him the pleasure of seeing 
that we wish to relieve him. To an af- 
flicted minister, such prompt, and ten- 








der, and unfailing sympathy from his 


brethren, is one of the most piecious 
consolations. And let me say, when this 
sympathy cannot consistently be expres- 
sed by personal attention, it should cer- 
tainly be done by letters. ‘his mode of 
assisting and comforting our brethren is 
of much higher consequence than we 
are apt to think, whether they are suf- 
fering private afflictions, or contending 


| with the difficulties which result from 
| their public station.” pp. 18—22 











MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCEH.—FOREIGN. 


BURMAN MISSION. 





Tue last accounts received from this 
Station, are to March11 1821. Every 
thing was then promising. ‘The viceroy 
of Rangoon is not disposed to interfere 
With the missionaries, and there is rea- 
son to hope that the Burman converts 
will not be so molested as to prevent their 
enjoying fellowship together In July, 
1815, Mr. and Mrs. Judson arrived at 
Rangoon. It was necessary for them to 
study the language of Burmah, before 
they could begin to iustruct the natives. 
In less than eight years, Mr. Judson has 
become so familiar with their language 
as to translate into it most of the New 
Testament, to preach the gospel to them 
with facility, aud has had the satisfaction 
of secing eleven of the natives renounce 
idolatry and profess the Christian faith 
by baptism, All the converts have, 
hitherto, run well; and there is the 
strongest reason to believe that every 
one is a subject of the pardoning grace 
of God. When the last accounts left 
there, others were inquiring after the 
Christian’s God, 

Burmah lies betwixt Hindostan and 
China. It contains neatly twice as many 
inhabitants as the whole United States. 


Rangoon is the principal sea-port tows 
of this empire; and, til! Mr. Judson 
commenced his labours there, the gospel 
of Christ was unknown to any of the na- 
tives, The associates of Mr.J. have been 
applying themselves indefatigably to the 


acquisition of the language. The church 


of Christ is rising in Rangoon, and there 

is a cheering prospect of the light, ema- 

nating from that point, rapidiy diffusing 

its influence, till the whole of that great 

empire shall receive the illumination, 
—— 


BRITISH BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 





Tur progress of the gospel in moderna 
days calls lotdly for thanksgiving to God. 
For ages past, the superstition of Asia, 
the blindness of Africa, and the eruelties 
of America, were alike forgotten or un- 
regarded. Within a few years, the Chris- 
tian world, as by inspiration, has risen to 
action ; and the followers of Christ, of all 
denominations, actuated by one spirit, 
are exerting their efforts to evangelize 
these abodes of darkness. Ii is our in- 
tention to give our readers a general view 
of the principal missionary stations in 
the different parts of the world; and to 
communicate, from time to time, the in- 








telligence which may be received of the 
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progress of the rood work. We shall 
hegin with the Oriental establishments 
under the English Baptist Missionary 
Society. As the present successfui 
career of eastern missions originated 
with them, though immediately follow- 
ed by others, we deem it preper to com- 
mence our account with this society, 
and continue it till the whole sliall be ex- 
hibited to our readers. 

Senameone andCatcurta are the prin- 
cipal seat of this mission. Calcutta is the 
great emporium of the British Indies. 
Serampore is about 15 miles north of this 
city. Upwards of four hundred heathen 
have been converted and baptized into 
the Christian faith, within three years, 
in these regions. Several of the native 
converts are actively engaged in preach- 
ing the gospel to their heathen brethren. 
A number of learned brethren are enga- 
ged in translating the Scriptures into the 
various dialects of the east; and not less 
than ten presses are employed at this 
station in printing the sacred word.— 
More than a hundred schools are estab- 
lished by these missionaries, in which 


about seven thousand heathen children | 
are taught to read the word of God, and | 
initiated into the rudiments of the Cliris- | 


tian faith. 


Cutwa, a town of Bengal, about 75. 


miles north of Calcutta, has been occu- 


pied as a missionary station since 1304. | 


Rev. Messrs. William Carey, Jr. and Hart 


have, for some time, been employed here, | 


with about fourteen natives, in preaching, 
reading, and distributing the scriptures ; 


which are now, in some degree, known to | 


several thousands in this vicinity. 

Bunuamrorr, situated in Bengal, 
about 120 miles N. N. W. from Calcutta, 
is now blessed with the stated Ministry 
of the word, by two native converts un- 
der the patronage of this society; and 
supplied with the scriptures in their own 
language. 

JEssong, is a district in Bengal, about 
70 miles E.N.E. of Calcutta, containing 
upwards ofa million of inhabitants. The 




















mission was established here in 1807, 
and the gospel is now diffused by the 
Reverend William Thomas, assisted by 
four natives, who are employed in read- 
ing and distributing the scriptures to 
their Hindoo and Mahomedan kindred. 

Diean, in Hindostan, about 300 miles 
N. W. of Calcutta, is blessed with the 
gospel ministry of Rev. Messrs. Moore 
and Rowe, anda native. It has beén oc- 
cupied as a missionary station since 1809. 

Acna, is a large city of India, about 
86U miles N. W. of Calcutta, where a 
mission was established in 1811, which 
is still continued. 

Cotumpo and Gatte, two stations on 
the island of Ceylon are occupied, the 
first by the Rev. Messrs. Chater and 
Siers, the other by the Rev. Thomas 
Griffiths. The mission commenced on 
this island in 1812. 

CurrraGone, a district in the eastern 
part of Bengal, about 230 miles E. of Cal- 
cutta, has been successfully occupied as 
a missionary station since 1812, and con- 
tinues to enjoy the blessing of mission- 
ary labours. Two brethren, Messrs. 
Fink and Richards, have lately been ap- 
pointed to this station. 

Patna, the capital of Behar, in India, 
situated on the Ganges, about 320 miles 
N. W. of Calcutta, contains about half a 
million of inhabitants. The mission was 
established here in 1812, and continues 
at this time under the care of the Rev. 
J.T. Thompson. 

Nacrore, containing about 80,000 in- 
habitants, situated about 615 miles west 
of Calcutta, is the capital of the eastern 
Mahrattas. The labours of the mission- 
aries commenced here in 1812, and the 
gospel is now statedly dispensed by a na- 
tive, under the care of the society. 

Surat, containing about half a miilion 
of inbabitants, is a city of India, in which 
the mission was established in 1812. A 
native of Armenia, the Rev. C. C. Ara- 
toon, is employed as a missionary there. 

SILHET, in Bengal, about 310 miles E, 
of Calcutta, is occupied by the Rev. Jolin 
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De Siiva, a Portuguese, unde? the pa- 
tronage of the Society. The mission 
commenced here in 1815. 

Baravia and Samanane, on the island 
of Java, are occupied as missionary sta- 
tions; the former by the Kev. Messrs. 
W. Robinson and J. Phillips, the latter 
by the Rev. Mr Buckner. ‘The mission 
commenced on this island in 1813. 

Dinacerore, about 240 miles north of 
Calcutta, is a city of Bengal, where a 
mission commenced in 1814. Ignatius 
Fernandez is labouring here. 

Avtauasap, about 490 miles W. N. W. 
from Caicutta, at present blessed with 
gospel labours by the native converts, has 
been a seat of missionary action since 
1814. 

Amporna, an island about 5200 miles 
S. E of Calcutta, became a field of mis- 
sionary labours under the Society in 1814. 
The Rev. Jabez Carey is labouring there. 

Deru, 976 miles N. W. of Caicutta, is 
@ Missionary station occupied by the Rev. 
Mr. Kerr. 

Moseunyr, a large city, 250 miles 
N. W. of Caicutta, is occupied by the 
Rev. J. Chamberlain, assisted by two na- 
tive converts. ‘The mission began here 
in 1816, 

Guyan, an idolatrous city about 280 
miles west of Calcutta, became a seat of 
missionary labours in 1816. It is occu- 
pied by the Rev. Mr. Fowles 

Benanzs, denominated the *“ Holy 
City” by the natives, is the ancient seat 
of Brahminical learning. It is situated 
about 500 miles N. W. of Calcutta, and 
contains more than half a million of in- 
habitants, The mission commenced here 
in 1816, and is continued under ti.e care 
of the Society. The Rev. Wm. Smith is 
the missionary there. 

Dacca, once the capital of Bengal, is 
situated about 160 miles east of Calcut- 
ta. It was first uccupicd as a missionary 
station in 1817. A native is now pro- 
claiming the gospel there. 

Currack, situated about 220 miles 


Orissa. The Rev. Stephen Sutton is em- 
ployed here. This mission commenced 
in 1818. 

The above stations are all now occu- 
pied under the patronage and superin- 
tendence of the English Baptist Mission- 
ary Society. Several other stations, 
which are of more recent origin, we are 
unable at present to name. In our next 
number we shall continue the subject, by 
giving a view of the stations occupied by 
other Societies. 


re 
MISSION AT BOMBAY. 
Death of Mr. Newell. 





Tue Rev. Richard Watson, Secretary 
of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, kind- 
ly forwarded to the Treasurer of the 
Board the following extract from a letter 
of Mr. Horner, a missionary of that So- 
ciety, giving-the particulars of Mr. New- 
ell’s sickness and death. 

On the evening of the 29th instant, 
! received a hasty note from our kind 
and respected friend, Mrs. Hall, wife of 
the missionary of that name, in which 
she stated that she had just returned 
from Mr. Newell’s, and he was thought 
to be on his death bed. 

Mr. Fletcher and I then immediately 
went to his house, to render any assist- 
ance in our power. He had been seized 
by the disorder during the afternoon, 
and was so much reduced on our arrival, 
as hardly to know one person from an-, 
other. He continued restless and uneasy, 
though saying little, during the whole of 
the evening, until between 11 and 12 
o'clock; when, perceiving that he was 
rapidly declining, we laid him in as easy 





a posture as we could, and waited the 
moment of his dissolution. He continued 
breathing more and more faintly, until a 
quarter past one, when nature being en- 
tirely exhausted, without a sigh, a strug- 
gle, or any convulsive motion, ‘“ the 
weary wheels of life stood still.” In- 
deed, so easy and gradual was the ap- 





south-west of Calcutta, is the capital of 





proach of death, thafwe scarcely knew 
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when he ceased to breathe. His poor 
afflicted widow, who just then came into 
the room, was not aware of his departure, 
until Mr. Hall remarked, “ Weil, he is 
now safe; all his sufferings are over.” 
Mrs. N. then exclaimed, “ What, is he 
gone indeed /” We were obliged to use 
a little gentle force with her to prevent 
the effects of so afflicting a scene, and to 
take her away to another apartment; as 
she herself was in a critical and delicate 





state of health. 





He was buried on the afternoon of the 
same day; and during the short time we 
were in the burying ground the bodies of 
six Europeans were brought in for inter- 
ment! 

The mortality occasioned by the cho- 
lera morbus is stated to be much greater 
than it was last year. Twenty Europe- 
ans, mostly soldiers, died on the same 
day with Mr. Newell. “ The voice of 
the Lord,” says Mr. Hall, “is most 
mighty to us, ** Be ve also ready.” 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Britésh and Foreign Bible Society— 
Seventeenth Report. 

Tue Seventeenth Report of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, lately pub- 
lished, enables us to lay before our read- 
ers a brief sketch of the state of that 
and similar institutions throughout the 
world, up to a recent date. 

In France, the expectations, encou- 
raged by the events of the last two or 
three years, have been amply justified. 
Among the friends and benefactors of 
the Paris Bible Society, it is pleasing to 
observe the first authorities in the state 
associated with persons from the lowest 
classes in society. The zeal with which 
the Committee of the Paris Society pro- 
secuted an investigation into the wants 
of the Protestant inhabitants of the me- 
tropolis, appears to have been met by a 
correspondent zeal to contribute the 


Scriptures according to the means of 


the donors: “I have,” said one of the 
visiters, * the satisfaction to assure the 
Committee that, in general, we have 
not only been received with civility, but 
have even experienced the most gracious 
reception. Some feared lest we should 





have forgotten them; others had waited~ 
for us a long time; and lam bound to 
say, that the testimonies of interest and 
benevolence seemed to increase in pro- 
portion as we ascended the house: so 
much so, that, notwithstanding the fa- 
tigue and the heat, we have often expe 
rienced more pleasure in visiting the 
fifth story than the first floor. The 
sum which I deposit,” added the visiter, 
‘* is the offering of the rich, the mite of 
the widow, and the savings of the or- 
phan.” The distribution of the Scrip- 
tures has been effected as speedily and 
extensively as the delays in procuring 
copies in a condition to be put into cir 
culation would allow. The Auxiliary 
Societies of Milhau, Toulouse, Bordeaux, 
La Rochelle, and Deaux Sevres, are de- 
scribed as pursuing their labours with 
zeal and effect: the Society of Montau- 
ban has united itself, as am Auxiliary, 
with that of Paris; and a new Auxiliary 
has been formed at Monbeliard, and still 
more recently, one at Saverdun—each 
of which promises to be both active and 
useful. 





} In the distribution of copies of the 
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Scriptures, regard has been had to 
hulks, prisons, infirmaries, and schools ; 
and necessitous Protestants, in these and 
in all other situations in which they have 
been found, have been supplied through 
the word of God, with the only infallible 
source of guidance,consolation, and hope. 

To the Catholics of France, as the 


Paris Bible Society is precluded by its 


constitution from interfering with them, 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
have been increasingly attentive. They 
have been enabled to distribute, in the 
course of the last year, ten thousand 
copies of De Sacy’s New Testament, 
in duodecimo, besides several thousand 
copies of the large octavo edition, pur- 
chased of Mr. Leo. A beautiful octavo 
Bible, of the same version, has just left 
the press, and is greatly indemand. The 
New Testament has also been recently 
stereotyped upon a large letter, and a 
considerable edition printed. The entire 
Bible is likewise preparing in stereotype ; 
and the taste for Biblical literature has 
increased so much among the Catholics 
of France, that a version of the Bible, 
from the original Hebrew and Greek, 
with the Latin Vulgate at the bottom of 
the page, is now in the course of publica- 
tion, and meets with very considerable 
encouragement. 
The United Netherlands’ Bible Society 
xhibits very satisfactory evidence of a 
growing interest in the cause of the dis- 
semination of the holy Scriptures. The 
collective contributions from the several 
provincial socicties have exceeded those 
of the former year by the sum of 10,000 
guilders. 
this description, composing together the 


Among the fifty societies of 


National Institution, those of the Hague, 
Utrecht, and Gauda, have more than 
doubled their coutributions of the pre- 
ceding year; and those of Amsterdam, 
Groningen, Schiedam, Hellegondsberg, 
De ype, Vianen, and Minden, have been 
Of the rest, 
rearly all have kept their ground. The 
practice of reading the Bible in schools 


considerably increased. 





‘ 





of popuiar education lias been promoted 
to avast extent; and in some places it has 
been determined that the schoolmaster 
shall fix a certain time at which either 
himseif shall read that holy book te the 
children, or he shall appoint one of the 
best readers to do so. A useful Marine 
Bible Society has been formed, of which, 
retired captains of pious character have 
been chosen the directors. The Catholic 
population of the United Netherlands 
have also continued to desire and to re- 
ceive copies of the word of God, in their 
respective versions. The archbishop of 
Malines has granted permission to an 
individual to publish a new translation 
of the Testament in Flemish, without 
note or comment, for the use of the 
Flemish Catholics. An edition of the 
Testament in Dutch, for the use of the 
Catholics speaking that language, has 
also been printed.from an authorized 
version, and is now in circulation. Of 
the Malay Bible in the Arabic character, 
the New Testament portion has been 
finished in a manner highly creditable to 
the Society ; the Old Testament is already 
in an advanced state. 

The Java Bible Society has changed 
its designation to that of the East India 
Bible Society, and announced its inten- 
tion of carrying its exertions, in propor- 
tion as its means may enable it, through- 
out the whole of Austral-Asia. 

In Switzerland, the Societies enume- 
rated in former Reports, continue to 
evince their attachment to the cause in 
which they are embarked, and some ad- 
dition has been made to their number. 

The following anecdote will show how 
greatly a Bible Society was wanted among 
the Protestant inhabitants of the canton 
of Glarus: “Two poor families had re- 
ceived a legacy, of which a Bible formed 
apart. Neither would resign the right 
to this invaluable treasure: they there- 
tore came to an agreement, to use it al- 
ternately for halfa year each. This prac- 
tice was observed for several years: at 
the expiration of every half year the Bible 
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passed from one family to the other 5 till, f 
on the establishment of a Bible Society, | 
another copy of the Bible was presented 
to one of the families, and both were | 
thus happily accommodated.” 

The Society at Geneva remark: “ Our | 
public establishments are abundantly 
provided with Bibles; they have pene- 
trated into the receptacles of crime; the 
subjects of guilt and wretchedness have 
experienced the influence of the consg- 
lations and the warnings of the Divine 
voice, even to the lowest cells. Already, 
even a voluntary contribution has pro- 
ceeded from the bosom of the prisons of 
this city; and the Committee, in receiv- 
ing this offering, saw in ita source of en- 
couragement still greater than in more 
enlarged contributions.” The Genevese 
Report further states, that the Commit- 
tec have extended their assistance to 
foreign churches: those in the south of 
France and in the valleys of Piedmont 
are particularly specified. 

Of the Bible Societies of Germany, a 
variety of details are given in a series of 
letters from Dr. Steinkopff, who visited 
forty-nine of them, and assisted at the 
formation of nine out of that number.— 
We hope to find room ina future Num- 
ber, for a few extracts from these inte- 
resting letters. 

In the kingdom of Wurtemberg, the 
hearts of the sovereign and the people 
appear to be united in the work of dis. 
seminating the holy Scriptures. More 
than forty Auxiliaries and Associations 
co-operate with the central administra- 
tion at Stutgardt. Thus patronized, 
the Wurtemberg Society has, since tie 
pericd of its formation, distributed forty. 
five thousand Bibles and 
whie 


Testaments 
more than ten thousand copies 
have flowed, within the same time, from 
its presses into neighbouring kingdoms 
and states. 

The exertions of the Catholics in 





Bavaria have been employed, amidst |} | 


them, with extraordinary aetivity and 


the difficulties which were opposed “| 





Bavaria has been the centre 
from which have issued three Catholic 
versions of the New Testament, which 
have been widely diffused through most 
of the contiguous countries. From the 
press of Mr. Seidel, at Sultzbach, have 
proceeded more than three hundred and 
fifty thousand copies of the version of 
Leander Van Ess; nearly eighty thou- 
sand of Gosner’s have been printed at 
Munich ; and more than sixty thousand 
of Wittman’s, at Ratisbon. A servant 
maid, late of the city of Nurenberg, 
having heard her master, the city libra- 
rian, speak of the labours and usefulness 
of the Society, was so affected by the 
narrative that she bequeathed to it a 
legacy of ten pounds. 

A collection has heen made on behalf 
of the Saxon Bible Society, in all the 
churches throughout that kingdom, and 
the result has added a very considerable 
sum to its funds. The Leipsic Commit- 
tee are likely to find great scope for their 
labours among the Jews, who, in great 
numbers frequent the annual fairs in that 
city, and who have lately become eager 
for copies of the Hebrew New Testa- 
ment. 


Success. 


The Hanoverian Bible Society, under 
the patronage of the duke of Cambridge, 
reports, that constant applications for 
Bibles and Testaments have been, made 
to it, from every province of the king- 
dom, by the parochial clergy and super- 
intendents; which have been, in almost 
every instance, attended to. The whole 
amount of its issues, to the end of its 
fifth year, has been fifteen thousand and 
twenty-seven copies of the Scriptures. — 
lt has Auxiliaries in nearly thirty places, 

The Prussian Bible Society has thirty- 
eight Auxiliaries; and forty thousand 
Bibles and Testaments have been distri- 
buted by it in the last year; the Central 
Socie\y having, in the same period, dis- 
tributed eleven thousand three hundred 
in the Schemian, Polish, and 
Wencdisti languages. An edition of five 
thousand copies of the Polish Testament 


German, 
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has just been executed by the Posen 
Auxiliary, for the use of the Catholics in 
Poland. An impression of three thousand 
copies of the Wendish Bible, in the dia- 
lect of Cottbus, and as many New Testa- 
ments, with the Wendish and German 
in parallel columns, is considerably ad- 
vanced. A stereotype German Bible can 
be worked off at any time, from plates in 
the possession of the Committee. The 
Societies at Konigsberg and Gumbinnen 
are proceeding with the printing and 
distribution of the Lithuanian, Polish, 
and German Scriptures. The Society 
in Buchwald states, that the demand for 
the holy Scriptures among the Catholics 
still continues, and is plentifully sup. 
plied. The Committee at Leignitz add 
the following statement: ‘“ Notwith- 
standing the present hardship of the 
times, (the consequence of a ruincus war) 
a greater number cf churches, schools, 
and other pious foundations, are now 
endowed than were formerly. it now 
more frequently occurs, that congrega- 
tions raise contributions among their 
members, for repairing or beautifying 
their churches, and for the improvement 
of their public worship, and of the schools 
in their respective parishes.” The king 
of Prussia declares his continued attach- 
ment to the cause. The recollection,” 
he remarks, “ of the epoch of the com- 
mencement of this good work, will al- 
Ways remain as dear to my mind as the 
sublime object of distributing the holy 
Scriptures, which that society has in 
view—an object which may depend upon 
my continued sanction and support.” 

In Denmark, the two. leading Bible 
Societies—the one at Copenhagen for the 
Danish, and the other at Sleswig for the 
German population of the kingdom— 
have made very considerable progress 
in the acquisition of support, and in the 
extension of their useful labours. Inthe 
Danish dominions infidelity and religious 
indifference had so intrenched themselves 
as to present the most formidable dis- 
touragements to the first efforts for in- 








troducing a Bible Society into that terri. a4 ‘ 
tory. So greatly, however, have these ie 
discouragements been overruled, that s 
Denmark is, at this moment, not exceed- ; 
ed in activity and effective organization : 


by any of the r+ost advanced of the Con- — £ 
tinental Bible Societies. In the course 


of its sixth year, the Danish Bible Society r 
has issued eleven thousand three hundred i 
and twenty Bibles and Testaments. By =, 
the advice of their President, the Com. Cc 
thittee of the Society have instituteda ~ . 
monthly publication of interesting cor- fr 
respondence, and have recommended the te 
establishment of Bible Associations. Not 4; 
fewer than ten Auxiliary Societies exist ——;,, 
in the island of Zealand, five of which pl 
have been established in the course of e th 
the last year. A Marine Bible Society ~~ 4, 
has also been formed. In the whole con- | pt 
duct of the Danish Society’s operations, 4, 
both central and provincial, the bishops | pe 
and parochial clergy take that share of © re 
superintendence and active exertion © ris 
which corresponds with their spiritual gi, 


functions. The other Society in Den- me ch 
mark, that of Sleswig Holstein, has been ~~ 
strengthened by the accession of Prince 
Frederick of Hesse Cassel, commander . 
of the forces: its Auxiliaries have been ~~ 
increased to an hundred and eighteen; | 
and the number of copies distributed © oe 
since its formation is computed attwenty | 
thousand. Of these, two thousand seven ~~ 
hundred and fifteen were dispersed, not — 
only in the neighbouring territories of oy 
Germany, but even in North America. 1 

The friendly sentiments of this Society Hie 
towards the British and Foreign Bible ce 
Society, are thus gratefully expressed |” 
through its organ, Dean Callisen : Pas 

“ Whenever we publish a fresh Report, (7 
we gratefully acknowledge how much § 
we owe, under God, to our Britisi fathers 7 
and brethren in Christ, with regard to 7 
our now flourishing institution; and we | ‘ ‘ 
join our prayers with those of thousands 7 
in every part of the earth, for His blesse |” 
ing upon them, who alone lias power to 
bless, both here and hereafter.’ : 
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The Swedish Bible Society at Stock 
holm, with its Auxiliaries and Associa- 
tions, continues to advance. Among the 
Auxiliaries, which, increasing from year 
to year, now cover very nearly the whole 
face of the country, that of Lund claims 
special commemoration. In many pa- 
rishes in that diocess, almost every father 
ofafamily has put down his name as a 
subscriber for a quarto Bible. The 
Committee have moreover passed a ge- 
nerous resolution to offer a sum of mone} 
from their own private means, as a loan 
towards the publication of a quarto edi- 
tion. They have also made arrangements 
in every port where vessels touch to sup- 
ply the seamen frequenting them with 
the word of life. Some of the parishes 
have formed associations, to make annual 
purchases of New Testaments, for dis- 
tribution among their youth on all pro- 
per occasions, especially on their first 
receiving the Lord’s supper. Other pa- 
rishes present a Bible to every new mar- 
ried couple ; and, on the baptism of every 
child, they give the parents one for its 
future use. One parish alone has already 
distributed six hundred Bibles. Their 
ministers take the utmost pains to up- 
hold and direct this awakened desire for 
the Scriptures. 

The Bishop of Gothenburg writes :— 
* The word of God, which is now trans- 
lated, sold, or given away, is likewise, 
we trust, very diligently read. I have 
myself seen, in one of our churches, 
a table placed near to the altar, around 
which, after divine service, young people 
take their stand, in order to read in the 
presence of the whole congregation, a 
chapter from the Bible, with a loud and 
distinct voice. In other places, the pa- 
rishioners attend their pastor, to hear a 
portion of the Scriptures read, and after- 
wards explained ; but what may be con- 
sidered the chief point is, that the oracles 
of God are consulted in the domestic cir- 
cle. Even the dark cells of the prison, 
rarely visited by the rays of the sun, are 

Vou, I.—New Seriex. 
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iliumined by a bright light from above. 
Not without admiring that God who is 
wonderful in counsel and mighty in 
working, have I heard the aged prisoners 
instructing their younger companions to 
read: the latter thus learn the sacred 
precepts of the Bible, and wean them- 
selves from their former course of life.— 
When they go out to labour on the pub- 
lic works, the sacred book is often their 
companion, with which they most profi- 
tably and pleasantly beguile the leisure 
hours conceded to them. Thus while 
their bodies, pressed down under the 
weight of heavy chains, are allowed some 
refreshment, their minds aspire to things 
above, even to that blessed Redeemer 
who alone can make them free indeed.” 

The Norwegian Bible Society, which 
originally combined the circulation of the 
Scriptures with other religious objects, 
has been recently remodelled so as to 
make the circulation of the Scriptures 
its exclusive object. 

The Emperor of Russia continues to 
patronize the Russian Bible Society, and 
to co-operate by his personal exertions 
with those who have the administration 
of its concerns. He recently purchased 
more than nine thousand Sclavonian 
pocket Testaments, from his private 
funds, to distribute among the army; 
and has issued an order to the holy synod, 
to supply all the monasteries, churches, 
and priests, throughout his dominions, 
with copies of the Scriptures. The an- 
niversaries of the Central Society at St. 
Petersburg and its Moscow Auxiliary, 
were celebrated with the customary so- 
lemnities, and even more than their usual 
effect. At that of Moscow, more than 
twelve hundred persons were present, 
among whom were the new Governor- 
General, and the new Metropolitan- 
Seraphim. in the primary address of 
this distinguished prelate, much will be 
found of the deepest interest to every 
genuine lover of the pure word of God. 
Adverting to the confined use of the sa- 
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cred writings in past times, and to ther, 
being chiefly in the hands of the clergy, 
he remarks :— 

“ Out of this state of things a mighty 
evil arose—ignorance of the law of God ; 
the only effectual restraint of the corrupt 
passions of men. No sooner was this 
thrown asid- than men became ungo- 
vernabie In every direction, the pas- 
sions of men have raged with fury, and 
have filled cities and peaceful villages 
with falsehood, deceit, oppression, bri- 
bery, corruption, and every species of 
wickedness. But, when this iniquity 
began to abound, and to threaten the ex- 
istence of all sociat order and happiness, 
a gracious God was pleased to raise up 
the Bible Society, whose sole object is 
the increase and circulation of the books 
of Holy Writ, with a view to re-establish 
and extend the knowledge of the pure 
and holy law of God, which is the only 
right guide of our actions. By this dis- 
tinguished intervention of Providence, 
God has placed a strong barrier to this 
evil, and laid a stable foundation for the 
building up of the true faith and of ge- 
nuine piety, even unto the ends of the 
earth.” 

The version of the Scriptures in mo. 
dern Russ, (the most important under- 
taking of the Russian Bible Society, 
and which originated in the suggestion 
of the emperor himseif,) is now proceed- 
ing with an accelerated pace. While 
the translation of the whole Bible is yo- 
ing on, fifty thousand copies of the Gos- 
pels, and the Acts of the Apostles, in this 
vernacular Russian dialect and the Scla- 
vonian, in parallel columns, have been 
committed to the press, and a large pro- 
portion of them have obtained a very 
acceptable circulation. The President 
says, that the parts which have appear- 
ed have been “ received with enthusiasm 
by the whole nation :” adding, “ The 
Crimean Tartars, the Calmucs, the 
Tschuwashians, the Tschcremissians,, 
the Mordwashians, the Karelians, &c. 
to the most distant inhabitants of the 








orders of the White Sea, all begin to is 


read in their own languages and dialects 
tae word of truth, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.” The number of Auxiliary So- 
cieties, in July, 1820, amounted to one 
hundred and ninety-six; since which pe. 
riod it has increased. Within the short 
term of seven years, the Russian Bible 
Society had either actually printed, or 
was engaged to print, ninety-one editions 
of the whole or parts of the Sacred Scrip. 
ures, in twenty-six different languages; 
forming a total of 411,000 copies: of 
these, 275,669 are already in circulation; 
and the number circulated in the course 
of the seventh year, in thirty-two lan. 


guages, amounted to 68,539. 
Christian Observer. 
———— 


FRANCE. : 
Ir must be highly gratifying, to him, 
whose soul is capable of participating in? 


the blessings of others, to learn that the i 


word of life is extending its influence in. 
to the mountainous regions of this king. 
dom. From the foundation of the French 
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empire by the deluded Clovis, and par. 


ticularly from the majesty which it as-_ 


scription. When the Reformation com: 7 


menced, light began to penetrate the! 


clouds of errour. Here Calvin was born, © 


and here his ministry was first enjoyed; 
but the cruelty of his native country bi 
drove him to foreign climes, and bitter 4 
persecutions dispersed his adherents.—/ e 
For a little time evangelical truth was be 
taught; but the treachery of an arbitrary 7 


monarch, and a fanatical priesthood, 7 


opened the floodgates of intolerance, and 7 


the French protestants who escaped the 7 


ever, was not entirely forgotten. Though 77 
ae 


lung concealed, it has lain, a gocdly seed, 7 


retaining all its virtue; and, by the bless- 9 
ing of God, it has begun to germinate. 7 
Though exiled from the dwellings of the 
great, true godliness finds a peaceful 7 
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begin to i , d || brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ, re- 
1 dialects _ retreat in the mountains of France, an re ny Aoarprendioe 
of Jesus its votaries are multiplying among the || quest you to “eee oy sf ae sin- 
iliary So. humble cottagers and industrious pea- |} cere thanks for the zeal an — pe 
ed to one Bants. you have manifested, to send us a that 
which pe. The following letter, from a widowed |} might promote our spiritual adv ance- 
the short lady near Paris, in answer to Mark || ment, and especially for s nding the 
ian Bible ' Wiiks, for some books which he had Testament of our Lord nae: for 
inted, or  8¢"t to be distributed among these pious ali other religious books are but sketches 
» editions im Mountaineers, will give an interesting or explanations, more or less extended, 
ed Scrip. yiew of the eagerness with which the || of that sacred volume—the book par 
nguages; gospel is received among them. Our || excellence. We entreat you to assure 
opies : of Feaders will be delighted to observe the || M. of our sincere respect and at- 
ieiafintion: spirit of primitive Christianity, express- tachment, and all your friends, whom 
j Palos éd in all the simplicity of godly sincerity, we esteem as brethren and sisters in 
e ’ which glowed in the bosom of this pious || Christ, smce they expect the final ap- 
i Mas Jady when she penned it. The letter was || pearance of the Saviour, which scems to 
Observer. | eommunicated by Mr. Wilks to the Rev. || be at hand, and the object of which is 


George Burder, under date of August 


B» to him | ® Sir, and respectable friend and brother 
ipating in} in our Lord Jesus Christ: 


that they = « May our divine Redeemer give us all 




















luence in. he grace to participate in his second 
this king. g@oming, and may he deign to enlighten 
xe French gs with the beams of his divine light, 
and par-| hat we may avoid the snares spread on 
ich it as- Mgvery side by the enemy of all good, to 
s Charle-| @hduce us te abandon the Lion Shepherd, 
1 devoted | Lion berger;) who is the true pastor of 


ious pro. y rsouls. In the hope of these blessings, 
) We should mutually pray for each other, 


@hat we may all be children of the pro- 


' “It is impossible to describe the unut- 
ferable joy that my heart experienced on 


ow agreeably was I surprised, at the 
fight of so many more copies of the New 
Testament than I had requested, and of 
the other religious books which you 
d your friend M. had added ; al] 
"@ them mere or less instructive and 
VEseful! could not help reading over 

"and over again the letters enclosed, 
4 hich afford fresh proof of the desire of 
) ourself and your friends to contribute 
(9% the advancement of the reign of our 
Givine Redeemer. It is with these sen- 
4 ments that my family, myself, and all 





ance, and 4 








“Wy dear friends, whom I regard as my 


the conversion and regeneration of the 
people of the promise. For it is not till 
after the regeneration of this people, 
beloved of God, that all the people of 
the earth shall unite to adore the Re- 
deemer in spirit and in truth at Jerusa- 
lem. 


**Siryand dear brother in the Lord Jesus, 
I cannot find words to express the satis- 
faction I experienced from the present 
you have made me, of a Bible containing 
the Old and New Testaments, and which 
you beg me to accept as a mark of your 
Christian affection. It was not necessary 
to have sent this truly religious present, 
‘to convince me of the love you feel for 
all your brethren in Christ; for the day 
I had the honour and happiness to be- 
come acquainted with you, I had une- 
quivocal proofs of your sentiments in 
that respect. I was the more gratified 
and edified by this mark of your regard, 
as it was my intention to have requested, 
in my last letter, some copies of the Old 
Testament; but I dared not execute my 
design, for fear of abusing your Christian 
complaisance and charity. The Old and 
New lesiaments, properly understood, 
are but one Testament ; such is the con- 
nexion of the sacred books—for the New 
Testament is the key to the Old, and the 
Old the same to the New. tn mnumera- 
ble passages of the Old Testament, the 
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death, birts, and glory of our divine 
Redee:ner are announced, in terms more 
or less distinct. In reading the prophe- 
cies of Jeremiah and Isaiah, we perceive 
that those prophets spake of our Sav our 
as though they had lived with him on 
earth. His second coming 1s also fore- 
told in many pass.ges, especially in the 
prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel. 

“To return to the box, which your 
Christian generosity and charity hus sent: 
it has excited universal joy in the hearts 
of all our friends in this country. Imme- 
diately that they learnt the agrecabk 
news, they flocked to see me, and to 
have the happiness and advantage of 
procuring the Testaments of our R:- 
deemer ; and in less than five days the 
box was emptied. I gave copies of the 
gospel of St. Matthew to those who had 
not the satisfaction and consolation to pro 
cure a complete copy of the Testament. 
The whole was so soon distributed, that 
many could have nothing : and there are 


t bat which has mosi edified me is, that 
imost all our friends in this country 
subsist by hard labour; for you know the 


is for the other copies, I have distri. 
huted them to persons who could not 
purchase them, but who, through the 
mercy of our divine Saviour, hope and 


of the sacred book 
** As I hope you will do me the honour 


ledge the receipt of this, I request yo 

to inform me how I can remit you the 
sixty francs, which | am indebted to you 
fur the f/teen New Testaments. As our 
brethren and sisters in Jesus Christ, who, 
by an effect of his grace altogether free 


to salvation, are delighted and edified 
by the truly Christian salutation which 
you have sent through me; they desire 





also many who do not yet know of the 
arrival of the second box. 
lend the copy of the Testament, and of 


the other books which I have reserved | 
for myself, among our fricnds in the | 


neighbourhood, who, by the grace of 


God, are of our sentiments, and conse- | 
quently are disposed to make a holy use | 
of them. Several of our friends have the | 


same intentions, in order that the books 
we have may be as usefu! as possible. 
*“T believe I may assure you, in the 


presence of Him who sees the bottom of | 
{ 
our bearts, that I bave observed, to the | 


letter, your instructions relative to the 
distribution of the Testaments. You will 
learn then, that I have disposed of Afteen 


copics, at four francs per copy; and 1 | 


assure you I was much edified in receiv- 
ing this money ! for all those from whom 
I received it, gave it with a gaiety 


of heart which it is impossible to de- | 
scribe ; some regretting that they had so || 

. } 
often spent their money less profitably, | 


and others desiring that they might al- 
ways use it as suitably for the future. 


I intend to | 

jj and all your friends, not to forget us in | 
your prayers to the Father of Lights, 
that he may give us grace to persevere) 4 


spirti. L unite with tiem in beseech:ing 


you and your respectable friend M. —., 


and friend in Jesus Christ.” 


——e 


PERSIA. 





From the Christian Guardian. 


suli exists. 


|| about his death, they spake of him a 
“too pure a spirit to stay here,” as “a 





i 
| conversing with the Moolahs at Shiraz 
| 


good man ;” 
proposed difficult 
| which at first he 


they 


could not answer 





| though at last be answered them all, 


intend to make a holy use of the reading - 


believe me your very humble servant, 


We are happy to hear that the spirit S 
of inquiry excited by the beloved Martyn” 
A gentleman, recently re- 7 
turned from Persia, states, that wien 


said that they hadi 
questions to him,= 


orice of labour is considerably lessened; 


Pa) 


and the Christian kindness to acknow. | 


and unmerited, look for his second coming | 





me to express their gratitude, and to” 
request you to accept theirs in the same ~ 
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whilst he bad proposed some questions 
to themselves which they had never yet 
been able to answer. It appears that 
Martyn’s Persian Testament is read 
secretly amongst them with great atten- 
tion, but that a public perusal would be 
attended with danger. The gentleman 
to whom we are indebted for this infor- 
mation states, that a missionary to the 








Jews, Armenians, or Nazarenes, might 


be safely sent among them, but that a 
direct mission to the Persians would not 
be tolerated at present; in fact, it was 
proposed to answer Martyn’s arguments 
with the knife, and he was only saved by 
ihe interposition of Ali Jaffier, who re- 
presented him as a traveller who was 
only there for a little time, and whe 
blamed the Moolahs, who excited him 
to speak by their questions. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


BPISTLE TO PHILEMON. 

“Ir may be thought strange that a 
short letter written entirely upon a pri- 
vate subject, without reference to the 
proof or defence of any doctrine of the 
gospel, should, by the general consent of 
the church of God, from the highest an- 
tiquity, have been received into the sa- 
cred canon; not only as a genuine pro- 
duction of St. Paul, but as a piece de- 
signed for the edification of the church. 
However, such is the fact: and we may 
add, that this very piece was held so sa- 
cred, that even the ancient heretics did 
not attempt to impugn its authenticity, 
or corrupt its matter, while making dan- 
gerously free with the four gospels, and 
ali the other epistles. 

“It is generally thought that Onesi- 
mus had rosnep his master; but there 
is certainly nothing in the epistle from 
which this can legitimately be inferred ; 
the words, ‘ifhe hath wronged thee, or 
eweth thee aught, put that to my account,’ 
ver. 18, certainly do not prove it. They 
only state a possible case, that he might 
have wronged his master, or have been 
under some pecuniary obligation to him, 
and the apostle, by appearing to assum: 
this, greatly strengthened his own are 
ment, and met the last objection which 


Philemon could be supposed capable of 
making. There is neither justice nor 
piety in making things worse than they 
appear to be: or in drawing the most 
unfavourable conclusions from premises 
which, without censtraint, will afford 
others more consonant to the spirit of 
charity.” Dr. A. Clarke. 


GGG 
QUOTATIONS FROM CHARNOCK. 

“ Tuoueu we may have a clear pros- 
pect of our grace, and know it to be true, 
yet there may be fears in us of what 
might have been, had we not security 
in Christ’s commission. As a man upon 
a high tower, though hemmed in with 
strong battiements, and sure that he can- 
not fall, yet when he looks down he can- 
not but have some horrour and chillness 
ai the apprehension of what might be, 
had he not that protection.” 


ee ee 


“ Though the providences of God 
have various motions, yet the spring of 
his counsel, the rule of his goodness, the 
eye of his wisdom, the arm of his power, 
are not altered. You see the undulations 
and wavings of achain, which hangs per- 
pendicularly; one part move this Way, 

‘ another that way, but the hand that 





holds it, or the beam to which it is fast- 





ened, 1s fam and steady.” 
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REVIVALS, &c. 


Exiract of a letter, dated Henderson, 
New York, Jan. 12th, 1822. 

‘* My health has been such the year 
past, that 1 have not been able to go out 
any to assist the Board since I made my 
lust returns in March 1821. I do not 
expect ever to be well again in this 
world; but, the will of the Lord be done ! 
However, Iam comfortable, and able for 
the most part to attend to my ministe- 
rial duties. 

“I designed to have visited the St. 
Lawrence Association, and made some 
collections for the mission, but am 
prevented by an extraordinary outpour- 
ing of the Spirit of God, that entirely 
engrosses my time and attention. I could 
not feel it duty, at this stage of the 
work, to leave home. You may feel 
yourself assured, however, that I have 
not lost any of the missionary spirit. 1 
think I shali ever feel it a privilege to do 
all in my power to promote it. My bre- 
thren around me sometimes appear to 
get almost awake; but the hardness of 
the times puts them to sleep again. | 
long to see the day, when the energies 
of our denomination shall all be com- 
bined; but I shall probably go the way 
of all the earth before that will take 
place. 

*‘ The revival in this region began 
about four months since in the village of 
Adams, and soon became general. It 
soon broke out in Lorrain, Etlisburg, 
and Rodman. About two montlis since, 
it broke out in Henderson. The work 
lias been preceded by the most astonish- 
ing spirit of prayer that I ever witness- 
ed, which continues. I cannot describe 
it to you. Suffice it to say, that, in a 
number of instances, Christians have 
prayed all night. In these five towns, 
since the work began, there have pro- 
bably more than five hundred souls been 
translated from the kingdom of darkness 
into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 
Among those that have been hopefully 








converted are some of the first charac. 
ters in our country. Deists and Univer- 
salists have forsaken their soul-destroy- 
ing principles, and embraced the gospel 
of Christ. The child of nine years old, 
with the gray headed, have had their 
mouths filled with praises to God. 

“* Since the work began in this town I 
have baptized twelve; and there are six 
that now stand candidates for baptism, 
having told their experience to the 
church. I think as many as fifty have 
obtained hope; and the work is still 
spreading in every part of the town, 
without any abatement, Thus the Lord 
hath done, and is doing, great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. Dear brother, 
pray for us.’’ O. 





Extract of a letter, dated Truman’s- 
burg, Tompkins County, New York, 
January 14, 1822, 

** The state of the church in this 
place, is rather prosperous than other- 
wise. About twelve have lately joined 
one of our neighbouring churches by 
baptism. About one hundred did so last 
fall, twenty-five miles from this place.” 

Co. 





Extract of a letter, dated Buffalo, New 
York, Jan. 21, 1822. 


*“ They have recently formed a Baptist 
Society in this village. There are many 
professors of that order in this place, 
whu are become very anxious to have 
a minister of their own society to preach 
among them. More than half the popu- 
lation of this county are said to be senti- 
mentally attached to that denomination. 
Should any of your reverend friends 
come to this country, they would be 
cordially greeted, and their ministerial 
exercises would be gratefully received.” 
G. 


* 





Extract of a letter, dated Greenville Dis- 
trict, S. C. Sep. 12, 1821. 


“I have long wanted some medium 





through which I might obtain mission- 
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ary information. In this interior part of 
our country, intelligence respecting mis- 
sions has been very scarce; but there are 
a few of us who are convinced that it is 
the work of the Lord ; and, in five associa- 
tions past, have been trying to get some- 
thing done, and particularly at our last 
association. We have not yet, however, 
been xble to accomplish our wishes ; 
though I can assure you there are as 
great friends to that work -here, as are 
in the world ; and at our last association 
several churches sent up their money, in 
hopes that it would induce the associa- 
tion to open the way for more, 

“ The missionary spirit has taken such 
possession of my mind, that I have often 
expressed a wish tu be engaged in that 
work ; but I never expect to be so happy, 
as to be the instrument of bringing one 
heathen to the knowledge of the truth. 
It would be a great satisfaction to me, 
only, to have an opportunity of receiving, 
regularly information on the subject.” 

B. 





Extract of a letter, dated Danielsville, 
Georgia, Jun. 17, 1822. 

** Religion in these regions is at a very 
Jow ebb. But He who is for us is more 
than they who are against us. Our little 
school at Tinsawattee, in the Cherokee 
nation, has been owned and blessed by 
the Father of mercies.” J. 





Extract of a letter from the westward, 
under daie Jan. 2, 1822. 


In Tennessee many persons would, 
doubtless, contribute liberally [for mis- 
sionary purposes }, if they were able. 

‘In Kentucky, there are many warm 
friends to the mission cause, and to the 
spread of the everlasting gospel ; but a 
depreciated currency, and a scarcity of 
money before unknown, together witha 
lukewarmness in religion among the 
churches and associations, may suggest 
the reason why more is not doing for the 
spread of the gospel. 

“ The Kentucky Mission Socicty will 








outride the storm; and, when a calm 
takes p!ace, will be enabled to repair her 
damages. I think times in the West are, 
at present, at the worst. Much cannot 
be expected soon. The rising generation 
must build the house of the Lord.” 
Cl. 
—_— + eo 


ORDINATION, 





Art Salem church, Pasquotank county, 
N.C. on the 18th of August, 1821, Mr. 
Davin M. Woopson was ordained as an 
evangelist. The Rev. Samuel Cornelius, 
of Norfolk, Va. offered the introductory 
prayer, and preached, on the occasion, 
from John xxi. 17. ‘dle saith unto him 
the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he 
said unto him the third time, Lovest thou 
me? ind he eaid unto him, Lord; thou 
knowest ail things; thou knowest that I 
love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my 
sheep.” The Rev. Martin Ross of North 
Carolina, propounded the usual ques- 
tions,—to which the candidate gave clear 
and satisfactory answers. Mr. Cornelius 
offered the ordaining prayer; which was 
followed with a solemn and interesting 
charge, by Mr. Ross, founded upon 2 
Tim. iv. 1, 2. “ J charge thee, therefore, 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead «at 
his appearing and his kingdom; preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of sea- 
son; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with ail! 
long suffering and doctrine.” 

The services were conducted with so- 
lemnity ; were deeply impressive; and, 
it is devoutly hoped, that the large and 
attentive assembly present were benefit- 
ed. 

—— 

DEATH OF JOHN CAULDWELL, ES@. 
Extract of a letter duted New-York, 
January 26, 1822. 

“You have, no doubt, heard of the de- 
cease of brother Joun Cautpwetn, The 
rapid decline, which you observed when 
last in New York, continued till the 4th 
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instant, and terminated in an apoplexy, 
about 10 o'clock, A. M. For several 
weeks he appeared sensible that the time 
of his departure was at hand; and the 
afternoon previous to his death conversed 
freely upon the subject, with Christian 
confidence and resignation. Just before 
the apoplexy took place, he said to one 
who stood near him— My Father calls 








me home.” Some of his last words were, 
in the language of the poet— 
** Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings, 


Thy better portion trace,” &c. 
S. 


[An obituary notice of this excellent 
and useful servant of the Lord, shall be 
published as soon as a suitable one can 
be obtained. ]} 








POETRY. 


oe 
—_—— 


THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


‘Yo Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The God enthroned on high, 
Adored by all the heavenly host, 

We Abba, Father, cry. 
©, let the influence of thy love 
Our raptured hearts inflame, 
And every tongue in concert move 
To bless thy holy name. 
On earth erect thy gracious throne, 
Thy righteous sceptre sway, 
Till every tribe thy kingdom own, 
And all the world obey. 


As angels who behold thy face, 
Thy wise decrees fulfil ; 

Let mortals, here, thy word embrace, 
And do thy holy will. 

This day, let plenty crown our board : 
Let peace attend the just ; 

And for all future blessings, Lord, 
Thy providence we trust. 

Let not revenge invade our breast, 
Lest we thy Spirit grieve: 

As we forbear when foes infest, 
Do Thou our sins forgive. 

When sinful pleasures lure the heart, 
Thy kind relief afford ; 

And from the Tempter’s wily art, 
O, dead us by Thy word, 


For all these favours, Lord, each hour 
Our hearts to thee incline ; 
For thine’s the kingdom, thine the pow’r: 
Aud be the glory thing! 











“ Iam the Good Shepherd, and know 
my Sheep.” 
Great God! display thy guardian care, 
Our sorrow and our fears remove, 
And bid us to thy fold repair, 
Constrain’d by everlasting love. 


In thee for safety we confide ; 
Be thou our Shield and thou our Sup, 
Our kind Protector, and our Guide, 
From midnight damps and burning 
noon. 


Though savage wolves our way infest, 
And prowling lions seek their prey ; 

Thy jiambkins on thy bosom rest, 
Secure from danger and dismay. 


O lead us to some rural dale, 

Some flow’ry mead, or verdant plain ; 
On food ambrosial to regale, 

Where peace and love for ever reign ; 


Where gentle rills meander round, 
And breathes perfume the eglantine ; 
Where fruitful trees of life abound,— 
here let thy weary flock recline. 


Bought with thy blood, we all are thine, 
Conduct us to thy happy rest; 
And, lest the feeble lambs decline, 
Kind Shepherd, bear them on thy 
breast. 


Q lead us to thy fold above, 
The summit of our fond desires, 


| To see thy face, and sing thy love, 


When nature dies and time expires. 




























